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Toxins target important cellular RNAs to halt growth

Loop 5 of DinJ is critical for suppressing YafQ toxicity

How do bacterial toxins confer survival in the
presence of stressors? 

Engineering an induciblyactivated toxin to study the 
endogenous tole of bacterial toxins

Bacterial toxin-antitoxins halt growth and cells become non-
replicating

stress stress stress stress stress

The function of chromosomally-encoded toxins is
unknown as toxin overexpression is bactericidal 

In collaboration with Marcin Grabowicz’slab,
Department of Microbiology & Immunology

Bacteria exhibit diverse responses to foreign
pathogens 
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